Set Free by the Cross

Set Free #10 – Pastor Gary Combs – November 19, 2017 – Galatians 6:11-18
Galatians 6:11-18 (ESV) 11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 It is those who want to make a good
showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may boast in your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And
as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17 From now on let no one cause me
trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

Believing and boasting in the cross of Christ sets us free …
1. … from the ____________________.
Three motivations of the flesh:
1) The flesh is ________________________.
2) The flesh is ________________________.
3) The flesh is ________________________.
Galatians 5:11 (ESV) But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross
has been removed.
Philippians 3:17-20 (NLT) Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example. For I
have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really
enemies of the cross of Christ. They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and
they think only about this life here on earth. But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly
waiting for him to return as our Savior.

2. … from the ____________________.
1 Corinthians 1:18-24 (NLT) The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being
saved know it is the very power of God... So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s brilliant
debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know
him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs
from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are
offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the
power of God and the wisdom of God.
John 17:14-18 (ESV) I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the
world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them
into the world.

3. … from the ___________________.
Galatians 3:12-14 (ESV) But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus
the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
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