Talk Less to Say More

Paradox #2 - Pastor Gary Combs - May 21, 2017 - James 1:19
James 1:19-25 (ESV) 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the
anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face
in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

How to rightly respond to God’s Word:
1. Be _____________________________ It.
Mark 4:9 (NIV) Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”
Proverbs 2:2 (NLT) Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding.
Proverbs 13:3 (ESV) Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.

2. Be _____________________________ It.
1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV) And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.
Colossians 3:16 (ESV) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing

3. Be _____________________________ It.
Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not
a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Matthew 7:24-27 (ESV) “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who
built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell,
and great was the fall of it.”
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