The Word of Reunion

Last Words #7 - Pastor Gary Combs - April 9, 2017 - Luke 23:44-49
Luke 23:44-49 (ESV) 44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the
sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he
praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they
saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed
him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

How Can We Express Our Total Dependence in God:
1. Offer yourself to God in utter ______________________.
John 10:17-18 (ESV) For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I
have received from my Father.”
Job 11:13-15 (CEV) Surrender your heart to God, turn to him in prayer, and give up your sins even those you do in secret. Then you
won’t be ashamed; you will be confident and fearless.
Romans 12:1 (ESV) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

2. Rely on God as you face _______________________.
Hebrews 2:9-10 (NLT) What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was given a position “a little lower than the angels”; and
because he suffered death for us, he is now “crowned with glory and honor.” Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for
everyone. God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And it was only right
that he should make Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them into their salvation.
Hebrews 12:1-3 (ESV) ...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such
hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.
Romans 5:3-5 (ESV) More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

3. Cry out to God in child-like _______________________.
Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV) But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God.
Luke 18:17 (ESV) Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”

1

