Living in Hope

Exiles #1 - Pastor Gary Combs - November 13, 2016 - 1 Peter 1:1-12
1 Peter 1:1-12 (ESV) 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 3 Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 10
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11
inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been
announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which
angels long to look.

How to Live in Hope in a Hopeless World:
1. Recognize Christ as your ________________________.
1 Timothy 4:10 (ESV) ...we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.
Hebrews 6:18-20 (NLT) ...Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that
lies before us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary.
Jesus has already gone in there for us. He has become our eternal High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.

2. Depend on Christ for a __________________________.
Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Ephesians 1:18 (NIV) I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people

3. Look to Christ with a ___________________________.
Romans 8:18-25 (ESV) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. ...For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.
Philippians 3:20 (ESV) Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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