Worship and Witness... Is Relational

Worship and Witness #3 - Pastor Gary Combs - September 18, 2016 - 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 (ESV) 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake
died and was raised. 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Worship and Witness is Relational because:
1. Christ’s reconciling love is our ___________________.
1 John 3:16 (ESV) By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
1 John 4:19 (ESV) We love because he first loved us.

2. Christ’s reconciling love is our _____________________.
Romans 5:10-11 (ESV) For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.
Romans 12:14-21 (ESV) Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own
sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all...

3. Christ’s reconciling love is our ______________________.
Romans 10:8-10, 16-17 (NLT) ...And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: If you openly declare that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you
are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved... But not everyone welcomes the Good
News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has believed our message?” So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good
News about Christ.
John 20:21 (ESV) Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”
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