A Shared Family

Authentic Community #2 - Pastor Gary Combs (Jonathan Minter preached) - August 14, 2016 - Acts 2:42-47
Acts 2:42-47 (ESV) 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to
their number day by day those who were being saved.

How to have the Shared Faith of Christ’s Authentic Community:
1. _____________________________ to be born into God’s family.

John 3:5-6 (ESV) “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) “God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.”
1 John 1:3 (ESV) “That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.”
Ephesians 2:19 (WE) “So then you are no longer strangers or people far away. But you live with God's people and belong to God's
family”

2. _________________________ you have available to God’s family.

Acts 4:32-35 (ESV) Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things
that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the apostles were giving their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles'
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
1 John 3:16-17 (ESV) By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But
if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?
Galatians 6:10 (NLT) Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the
family of faith.
Romans 12:10 (GW) Be devoted to each other like a loving family. Excel in showing respect for each other.

3. ________________ consistently worship together with God’s family.
Hebrews 10:25 (GW) We should not stop gathering together with other believers, as some of you are doing. Instead, we must
continue to encourage each other even more as we see the day of the Lord coming.
Acts 5:42 (ESV) And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ
is Jesus.
Revelation 7:9-10 (ESV) After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

