Living to Please God

READY FOR CHRIST’S RETURN #4 - Pastor Gary Combs - June 26, 2016 - 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 (ESV) 1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you
ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave
you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one
of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;
6
that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you
beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8Therefore whoever disregards this,
disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to
write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10for that indeed is what you are doing to all the
brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind
your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be
dependent on no one.

HOW TO LIVE A LIFE THAT PLEASES GOD:
1. Answer God’s call to ______________________.
1 Peter 1:14-15 (NLT) So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own
desires. You didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy.
1 Peter 1:2 (NLT) God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you holy...
Ephesians 4:22-24 (NLT) ...Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.
Philippians 1:6 (NLT) And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished
on the day when Christ Jesus returns.

2. Grow with God’s people in ____________________________.
Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Romans 12:9-13 (GW) Love sincerely. Hate evil. Hold on to what is good. Be devoted to each other like a loving family. Excel in
showing respect for each other. Don’t be lazy in showing your devotion. Use your energy to serve the Lord. Be happy in your
confidence, be patient in trouble, and pray continually. Share what you have with God’s people who are in need. Be hospitable.

3. Live with God’s wisdom ___________________________.
1 Peter 2:12 (NLT) Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors...
Colossians 4:5-6 (NLT) Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every opportunity. Let your
conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for everyone.
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