Easter Means Joy

What Easter Really Means #3 - Pastor Stephen Combs - April 10th, 2016 - 1 Peter 1:3,6-8
1 Peter 1:3,6-9 (NLT) 3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again,
because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure
many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold though
your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 8 You love him even though you have never
seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting
him will be the salvation of your souls.

How to Experience Wonderful Joy through the Resurrection of Jesus:
1. ___________________________ in Him.
Hebrews 12:2 (ESV) Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
James 1:2-3 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness.
Philippians 4:12-13 (ESV) I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

2. __________________ Him.
Romans 8:22-24 (NLT) For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies
to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his
adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. We were given this hope when we were saved.
John 14:28-29 (ESV) You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that
when it does take place you may believe.

3. ____________________ Him.
John 20:29 (ESV) Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”
Psalm 13:5 (ESV) But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
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