How Have We Dishonored You?

A Dialogue with God #2 – Pastor Gary Combs – 2/15/15 - Malachi 1:6-14
Malachi 1:6-14 (ESV) 6“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a
father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of hosts
to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your
name?’ 7By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted
you?’ By saying that the Lord’s table may be despised. 8When you offer blind animals in
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil?
Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the Lord of
hosts. 9And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a
gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the Lord of hosts. 10Oh that
there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on
my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will not accept
an offering from your hand. 11For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be
great among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and
a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.
12
But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its
food may be despised. 13But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, says
the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this
you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the Lord. 14Cursed
be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord
what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my name will be
feared among the nations.”

HOW TO OFFER WORSHIP THAT HONORS GOD:
1. __________________________ worth with your whole heart.
Psalm 86:12 (ESV) I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your
name forever.
Mark 7:6-7 (ESV) ... “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This people
honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.’ (Jesus quoting Isaiah 29:13-14)
John 4:23-24 (ESV) But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

2. ________________________________ to represent His Name fearfully.
Matthew 10:28 (ESV) And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear
him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
Proverbs 9:10 (ESV) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the
Holy One is insight.

3. ________________________________ for leading in His Name falsely.
James 3:1 (ESV) Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness.
Joshua 1:7-8 (ESV) Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the
law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left,
that you may have good success wherever you go...

